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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Happy Thanksgiving from Sherri, Justin, Patty, and John:  

 

 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer 

For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food, 

For love and friends, 

For everything thy goodness sends. 

               — Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Local Resourcing for parish communities: 

 

Our Advent Resources are getting used.  Thank you for all who have shared 

our incrdible resources with your parish families and in your own personal 

social networks.  The vanity URL to share with families is 

www.dmdiocese.org/Advent2021.  Your families can also go to the front 

page of the Diocese of Des Moines website and click on the banner link to 

access Living Advent 2021.   

 

A few new items just loaded yesterday include: 

 resources in Spanish 

 Advent video for week one - Week One - Attentiveness - Kristi of St. Francis Parish in 

West Des Moines shares her thoughts on preparing not just her home for Christmas, but 

preparing her heart and soul for Jesus to enter into her life in the weeks leading up to 

Christmas. 

 
Resources from Sadlier Publishers and Deacon Matt Hallbach, Ph.D.: 

 

Below are links to episodes 1&2 of a four-part Advent retreat series Deacon Matt did with the 

folks from the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Parish Vitality and Mission Office!  He will send out 

links to episodes 3&4 as soon as they are published.  The first episode was released yesterday. 

Please share it with anyone who might benefit from hearing more about the love and mercy of 

God and Mary’s motherly care during this Advent season.  

 

1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Show Us Your Love  
(November 28, 2021) 

http://www.dmdiocese.org/Advent2021


Link to view 

Link to Embed this Sway Retreat 

 

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT – Make Straight Our Paths  
(December 5, 2021) 

Link to view 

Link to Embed this Sway Retreat 

 

Local Formation Opportunities for Leaders: 

 

CLADD/PCL Pastoral Accompaniment Workshop Follow-

up: 

 

Here is the link to watch the recording of the November 16 

workshop on Pastoral Accompaniment. The pass code for access 

is Pastoral1116! 

 

As Tom Quinlan shared in his opening remarks, this is not about 

starting Alpha in your parish unless this is a direction you are 

considering, but it is about what our colleagues at Alpha have 

learned and experienced about this topic.   

 

One of the questions in our breakout session that came up again in the after conversation was 

how do you hold the tensions of trying to pastorally accompany others when you have very 

strong willed people in your parish with opposing views.  The Holy Spirit delivered partially 

with a webinar I was invited to with Ann Garrido, author of Redeeming Conflict and is a 

professor of homiletics at the Aquinas Institute in St. Louis.  The Title of the webinar is Rules of 

Engagement: Reshaping the Tenor of Christian Conversation on Social Media.  When I 

experienced this I immediately thought of the breakout on November 16.  It is one hour in 

length.  You needn’t be a NACPA member but may need to enter some contact information to 

view the free webinar.  Use this link to watch the webinar.   

 

November Important Dates: 

 November 24 – Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 

 November 25 – Thanksgiving (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 28 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of an Advent Wreath) 

 November 29 – Saint Clement 

 November 30 – Saint Andrew 

 

 

https://sway.office.com/StSzisIbkwJMSYDs?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/TcjLydFMOwp2HdOv?ref=Link
file://///David/Dept/FaithFormation/Growing%20Disciples%20Project/Growing%20Disciples%20E-Newletter/o%09https:/alphausa.zoom.us/rec/share/ApMvt-tpo1kgGBc6PRQ3oPyaJoTMZrl7twmHq5fLP5ZhGaLwLs9tMXXp1W-K2MHb.gUbYji0IVfwkokT4
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/console/EventConsoleApollo.jsp?&eventid=3488706&sessionid=1&username=&partnerref=&format=fhvideo1&mobile=&flashsupportedmobiledevice=&helpcenter=&key=F12766E2865E70F5F6C3050D44F89F81&newConsole=true&nxChe=true&newTabCon=true&consoleEarEventConsole=false&text_language_id=en&playerwidth=748&playerheight=526&eventuserid=492121651&contenttype=A&mediametricsessionid=428005454&mediametricid=4897085&usercd=492121651&mode=launch
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew-dung-lac-and-companions
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-clement
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew

